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Introduction

TOP DOG is pleased to be able to offer certifiaafior people with disabilities and their dogs fromtside the
Tucson area. You must understand, however, thatatprocess. TOP DOG certification is not somethiou
buy; it's something you earn.

If you are just beginning the training process wjthur dog, we recommend that you take the ServiogsD
Online Training Course. This will give you the pesgfoundation for training, and will also allow ts have
email contact with you throughout the training mes. We can help you work out any problems andapeep
you for the certification test. When you have comgd the two courses, if you wish to try for TOP ®0O
certification, we will work with you on the arrangents. You would need to pay to bring two evaluator
your location, or come to Tucson to take the test.

If you feel that you and your dog are already wagkiogether as a team and you are ready for @atiifin, you
would need to come to Tucson for 5-7 days. Durrgfirst three or four days, we would meet with yauly to
offer education and training and to observe you ymak dog in several different locations. We wothén
administer the certification test.

In either case, you must understand that therensnarefundable fee involved, and no guaranteeaderof
passing the test. You will have a copy of the pegir to taking it, and will understand each exseciequired.
Every effort is made to thoroughly prepare you asgpthe test and achieve the status of a cerfif@® DOG
team.
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Introduction Continued

What we’re looking for in certification is a team-eqson and dog working together with understandirige
dog must be under good control both at home andnoptiblic, and must perform several exercises dnatof
use to his owner. Some of the things that woulgpleéeam from certifying include a dog showing &mgd of
aggression towards people or other dogs; a dogaasttoo shy or fearful in public; and rough hangllby the
owner. A certified team is representing TOP DOGrevene they are in public, and we must be certam
image is a positive one.

WE WILL NOT CERTIFY A DOG THAT IS NOT SPAYED OR NEUERED. WE MAKE ABSOLUTELY
NO EXCEPTIONS!

Training a dog for service work does require a waemitment. It cannot be accomplished quickly, ared
stress the need to go slow and do it right. Mosipfeefind the whole process fun and very rewardlhglso
builds a tremendous bond between you and your dog.

If you would like to continue with this processeate fill out the applications below. Upon recapthe
applications, we will work with you to make necaysarrangements.

— PDOG, Inc.
— 8BS Williams Blvd Suite 150
Tor T, AZ 85711
DOG (520) 323-6677
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What isTOP DOG?

TOP DOG is a Tucson non-profit organization, whieaches people who have a physical disability@amtr
their own dogs to help them. Unlike many servicg dmoups, which raise and train service dogs psideslly,
TOP DOG challenges the person with the disabititgad all of the training himself.

TOP DOG uses positive, gentle training methodsctoewve its goals. The end product is a team—a peard

dog working together happily, and understandindheztber completely. TOP DOG teaches the studerttsein
program to appreciate how a dog thinks. We dostt feach them how to get their dogs to sit; we &dsch

canine behavior, body language, bonding, breedackeristics, pack relationships—all of the diffaréactors

that make up a dog. We try to dispel myths aboetditg—that he is spiteful or that "he did that onppse."

We limit our beginner class to five owner/dog teamnghat we can give each team the individual atterthey

need all the way through the program. Each teamssggned a "personal training assistant," a voéurtielper

who meets weekly with the student all the way tlgfothe program to offer advice and encouragement.

There is a three-month session for beginners, guwsinich they learn the basics of obedience and sufrtige
rudiments of canine behavior. Teams then movethdadntermediate three-month session, in which trefect

the basic obedience, with distractions, begin ke their dogs out in public, under supervision, atadt to learn
the service exercises, such as "take it." Teamg thaga pass the Assistance Dogs International (ADBlic
Access Test in order to move up to the advanceskchll future three-month sessions (for up totaltof 2
years) are spent working toward certification aBCGP DOG team. To achieve this goal, owner and dogtm
display competence as a team; the dog must show gebavior at home and in public; and the dog must
perform several service exercises that help hissowneveryday life.

There are many different skills that the dogs canaught. Because we teach the disabled pers@acth this
own dog, he will teach his dog only the skills reeds and wants. The dogs are taught to pick ughizagyt
from a penny to a crutch. Some will carry thingsnfrone person to another. Some will turn lightsaod off.

Others will open and close doors. Some will hekartlowners get dressed and un-dressed. Otherpwiilbr

push wheelchairs. Some will help their owners gebut of a chair, or climb up stairs, curbs or ramp
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What is TOP DOG? [continued] ———

Whatever need a particular student has, we puheads together to come up with a way for the dduetp.

We try not to be limited by the idea that a dog heger done that; we just think of a way to makeossible.

Some things, of course, dogs cannot do. They donkindows, but they can help with some househbides.

They don't do homework, but they can be quiet caop@es a student studies. They don't answer thphefes,

but they can bring it to their owner whenever thegeive a call, or need to make one. For someotte avi
disability, it can be a wonderfully liberating exj@nce to have his dog do something for him instafauaving

to rely on others for help. And it is even moreiemng when he has trained the dog himself. Thhégurpose
of TOP DOG.

Stewart Nordensson and Lydia Kelley, two of TOP D®fGunders, have written a two-book training manua
entitted TEAMWORK | and TEAMWORK Il. The books impart the TOP DOG philosophy and tregni
methods. TEAMWORK | teaches basic obedience and canine beha/itAMWORK |l concentrates on
service training by using our step-by-step appra#iizing positive training techniques based ddPFDOG’s
philosophy.

TEAMWORK | and TEAMWORK Il are also available in videos, both DVD and VHSnfat, as an
accompaniment to theEEAMWORK series. Our_Service Dogs Onlitraining courses were implemented to
allow people with disabilities the opportunity tertefit from our TOP DOG classes at home.

TOP DOG does offer out-of-state certification, p@ople who have trained their own dogs and arerngdior a
place to certify them. But you must understand: TIIFG certification is not something you buy; igsrething
you earn. More information on certification is dable on our website.

TOP DOG has been very successful in promoting pulntiderstanding of people with disabilities andrthe
service dogs. We have performed hundreds of eduadtdemonstrations for thousands of children ahdts
in schools, hospitals, and civic organizations tigieout Tucson.

TOP DOG is always looking for qualified studentsiagood volunteer help. Because we keep our class si
small, classes fill up quickly. Sessions beginanuhry, May and September. So if you have a disabitd the
desire to train a dog to help, you are invitedebig touch with us right away.
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TOP DOG, Inc. DOG Date:
350 S Williams Blvd Suite 150 — Rl
Tucson, AZ 85611 '
Client Application
Name: Date of Birth:
Address
Home Phone ( ) Work Phone:
Email
Occupation
OR Occupation before retirement
Household Members: Spouse:
Children:
Others:
Pets :

Type of disability:

Type of restrictions/precautions:

What type of adaptive equipment/aids (walker, wtleair, splints, etc.) do you use?

TOP DOG, Inc.
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Client Application Continued

Why do you need a service dog?

What does your dog do for you?

List Service Exercises your dog will perform fortdgcation; explain why each is helpful to you:
1.

2.

3.

Any specific object(s) you do NOT want your dogptok up (e.g. eyeglasses)

For the “in public” part of the test we must haveestaurant available

Written proof of the up-to-date registration of yalog will be required before the certificationttes
In case of failure, after 3 months one retry oftimt is permitted, unless the dog has shown agjgres
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INFORMATION ON DOG

Dog’'s Name

Breed Size

Date of birth or age
Date Neutered/Spayed (TOP DOG will NOT accept atbaghas not been spayed/neutered)

Description (color, etc.)

Sex

Latest date for the following vaccinations:

DHLPP

Health History

Rabies

Corona

Other

When your dog misbehaves, what does it do?

How much of the training did you do yourself?

How long did it take you to train your dog?

How do you play with your dog?

Veterinarian’s Name

Mailing Address
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CLIENT HEALTH FORM
PLEASE ASK YOUR PHYSICIAN TO COMPLETE & RETURN TO:

TOP DOG, Inc.
350 S Williams Blvd Suite 150
Tucson, AZ 85711

TOP DOG is a non-profit organization that teaches people with physical disabilities, not including sight
or hearing losses, to train their own service dogs.

Our clients and certified teams include, but are not limited to, people with Juvenile Rheumatoid
Arthritis, Cerebral Palsy, Muscular Dystrophy, Spina Bifida, Multiple Sclerosis, Arthritis, spinal cord
injuries, and other bone, joint, and muscle deficiencies. We are not qualified to train dogs for clients
who have sight or hearing impairments or whose primary disability is emotional or stress-related (e.g.,
post-traumatic stress syndrome, panic attacks, etc.), or is of a nature that seriously affects memory,
retention, concentration, or understanding.

We would appreciate your answers to these questions regarding

, Wwho has applied to become a TOP DOG client.

1. The client has the permanent physical disability or conditions described below:

2. Is this a progressive condition? Yes No
3. May we contact you in the future if we are concerned about the degree of progression?

4. The client is taking the following medications (if there are any pertinent side-effects, please list:

5. Are there any symptoms or special considerations we should be aware of in this
patient’s case?

Physician’s Name:

Physician’s Signature:

Medical Facility’s Phone:

Medical Facility’s Address:

You may make additional comments on the reverse side of this form.
We cannot finish processing the client’s application without this completed Physician’s Health Form
Page 9 of 11 Copyright © 2009
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TRAINER’S FORM (If Applicable)
PLEASE ASK YOUR TRAINER TO COMPLETE & RETURN TO:

TOP DOG, Inc.
350 S Williams Blvd Suite 150
Tucson, AZ 85711

Trainer’'s Name:

Address:

Client's Name: Dog’s Name:

How long have you been training dogs?

Service dogs?

What is your other dog training experience?
Group Instructor Private Lessons
Trained own dog Obedience
Other (Please explain)

How long have you been working with this team?

Guard Dogs

What types of reinforcement were used to train this dog?

Have you treated this dog for any chronic problems? Yes

No

What type of correction do you consider effective?

What methods have you found helpful in your training?

What do you do when the dog misbehaves?

How much of the training did the client do?

TOP DOG, Inc.
s\ 350 S Williams Blvd Suite 150
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VETERINARIAN’'S FORM

PLEASE ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN TO COMPLETE & RETURN TO:
TOP DOG, Inc.
350 S Williams Blvd Suite 150
Tucson, AZ 85711

Veterinarian’s Name:

Address:

Client’s Name:

Dog’s Name: Age:

Date of spay/neuter:

How long have you been seeing this dog?

How often has this dog been in?

Dog’s general health:

Have you treated this dog for any chronic problems? Yes No

If Yes, would you please specify?

Are vaccinations current? Date of last DHLPP Corona
Rabies
Have the dog’s hips been x-rayed? Yes No

Date/Results

Have you examined this dog’s eyes for Pannus: PRA: Cataracts:

Date/Results

Have you had any problems treating this dog?
Health Allergies Behavioral

If Yes, would you please specify?
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